
FFFFFeline Headlineseline Headlineseline Headlineseline Headlineseline Headlines
by Edward Eugene Smith

Jaguarundi

When you stroll through the sanctuary located
on the grounds of the Wild Felid Advocacy
Center of Washington,  in West Olympia, you
will meet two jaguarundi cats.  One is named
‘Icarus’ and the other is ‘Phoenix’.  They are
both males.  Icarus is five years old and Phoe-
nix is four years of age.  They look like fuzzy
little cougars with a body similar to a weasel.
They are most certainly felines!

                            “Icarus”
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Our Mission:
The Wild Felid Advocacy Center of Washington  is dedicated to

the care of wild felines in captivity, their conservation in the wild
and education relating to wild felines everywhere.

  The Wild Felid Advocacy
    Center of Washington
     welcomes you to our
first issue of the Wild Felid

Advocate!  In coming issues you will find in-
formation relating to our facility, conservation
work being done with wild cats around the
world and much more.  Thanks for sharing
our passion for a special part of the world -
wild cats!

In this issue you will see we are honoring the
Jaguarundi and Cheetah - two fascinating
members of the wild cat family.  Enjoy!

www.wildfelids.org

Wild Felid Advocacy Center

of Washington
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Spring at WFAC
At last... Spring in the Northwest!  What a relief
after the long winter.  Plantings are beginning to
show life again and our man made ‘jungle’ is
springing to life.  We had several large bamboo
given to us and we’re anxious to see how they
will be doing.
On those days that the sun is actually making
its appearance we are particularly enjoying the
reaction from the cats.  Lots of lounging, sun-
ning and frisky behavior.  It’ s hard to get work
done around here when all you want to do is sit
back and watch their antics!



www.wildfelids.org
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Did You Know?

When it was originally discovered, it was
thought that the red form of jaguarundi was
a separate species of cat from the other col-
ors.  This species was called the ‘eyra’.
However, it was found that both forms of
cat could appear in the same litter, suggest-
ing that they are the same species.

The word ‘jaguarundi’ comes from the
Guarani Indian term, ‘yaguarundis’.

$$ and Sense

by Mark Mathews

Any organization can fulfill its goals of rais-
ing enough funding and assets to operate if
there is, first of all, enough public interest.  The
general population also needs to be well in-
formed about the organization’s work before
asking for funds.  Nonprofit types are identi-
fied by the section of the IRS code under
which they qualify for exempt status.  Orga-
nizations that are educational (such as the Wild
Felid Advocacy Center of Washington) and to
which contributions are tax deductable to the
donor are known as 501(C)(3)s.

Funding can come from several different
sources including

• Charitable Foundations
• Private Corporations
• Individuals
• Governments (State & Federal)

A typical nonprofit organization’s funding is
broken down by percentage below

39% - Earned money - dues, entry fees,
merchandise sales, etc.

31% - Governmental
18% - Private Foundaitons, Corpora-

tions, Individuals
  7% - Other means
  5% - Endowments; interest earned in

savings accounts, investments

Crafting a fundraising plan for a nonprofit
organization will vary case by case depend-
ing on the type it is.  To be successful its fund-
ing goals will also need to be pared and tai-
lored accordingly to meet the needs of the or-
ganization.

Support the
Wild Felid Advocacy Center of
Washington by logging on to

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.wildfelids.org.wildfelids.org.wildfelids.org.wildfelids.org.wildfelids.org
and giving your donation of

time or money .
Heartfelt ‘purrs’ to you!

Why don’t cats play poker
in the jungle?

Too many cheetahs!
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Feline Headlines , continued from page 1

The sleek little jaguarundi (Herpailurus
yaguarondi) weighs from 11 to 20 pounds.
They average two feet in length with a tail
around twenty inches long.  Their color can be
dark gray to black, brown, red or a tawny gold.
The mothers gives birth to two or three kittens
in about 75 days after mating.  They can be of
any of the colors mentioned.  They are born
with temporary spots to help with camouflage
in the forest and scrublands of Central and
South America.  Jaguarundis can live to 15
years in captivity.

Back in the 1940’s some of these jaguarundi
cats were captured and brought up to farms in
Texas, New Mexico and Florida.  They were
very effective in controlling rodents.  However,
some escaped and went feral.  Oops.  They also
like chickens.  They are not classified as en-
dangered but their wild habitat is shrinking due
to human encroachment.  Hmmm... same old
story.

Roaming the wild on their own, jaguarundis
go after various birds, opossums, rabbits, little
monkeys, spiders and even snack on fruits.
They stay to the ground beneath the rain forest
where they hunt night and day.  Jaguarundis
love the water!  They are fast and furious little
predators.  They make a chirp sound and will
purr when relaxed.

Jaguarundis are one of nature’s most adaptable
felids.  They are not as popular in zoos as big
spotted cats or lions.  Still, you can visit the
pair here at our lovely little sanctuary.  Icarus
and Phoenix hope to see you soon!

The Cats Meow

By Rebekah Littleton,
Director of Volunteer Development

WOW!  What a beginning we’ve had here at WFAC!  Our
facility has unofficially opened for by ‘appointment only’
tours.  We are planning regular hours and with our new
volunteers we will meet our official opening date in the
spring of 2008.  Volunteering here has made a difference
in my life and gives me opportunities to work for animals
and with people.  I am lucky to have found WFAC and
hope that many of you will join me here or from home.
There are so many volunteering opportunities that it is
impossible for you not to find your nitch here.  Our web-
site has more information and please take a moment to
look at our volunteer page.

Our first tour group joined us on site on Saturday, De-
cember 8th, 2007.  The surprised Girl Scout Troop #40068
(from West Olympia) arrived with no knowledge of what
their day would entail.  Their leaders had arranged a tour
and managed to keep it under wraps until the moment
they arrived.  Our resident felids were their usual selves -
some curious, many shy.  During the tour Director Shelleen
Mathews went in with Tess and Diva (bobcats) who were
very excited for some ‘play time’.  Shelleen held Tess
(the girls thought that was pretty neat) and Diva became
jealous and tried every angle she could to jump on
Shelleen’s shoulders.  Cathy and her husband Tony (more
of our fabulous volunteers) were an immense help.
Thanks!  The purrs, growls and throaty grunts (made by
the cats!) delighted the troop and leaders as well.

The chill of the day had set in and indoor activities were
planned.  Inside the facility, the girls created holiday or-
naments for our tree.  We were delighted to display them.
Hot cocoa and cookies topped off the day and completed
the afternoon.  We are pleased that the girls of Troop
#40068 made the trip and hope to see them again soon.

We hope that you have enjoyed a glimpse into WFAC.
We look forward to working with your group/organiza-
tion.  Tour arrangements, volunteer opportrunities, adop-
tions, and group projects can all be arranged.  We hope to
arrange your tour of WFAC soon!
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‘Jaguarundi’  Ar ound The World

•otter cat (English)
•jaguarondi (French)

•gato griz (Bolivia)
•kakicoohish  (Kekchi)

•boesikati (Surinam)

•yaguarundi, wieselkatze, eyra (German)
•jaguarondi, chat noir (French Guiana)

•leoncilla, anushi-puma (Peru)
•gato cervantes (Venezuela)

•ekmuch (Mayan)

•gato pardo, gato servante, ulama (Columbia)
•tigrillo congo, tigrillo negr o (Panama)
           •tejon, mbaracaya-eira (Guatemala)

•yaguarundi, onza, gato moro, gato eyra
      (Spanish)

•maracaja-preto, gato-preto, gato
      mourisco  (Brazil, Uruguay)

•leon brenero (Costa Rica, Peru)
•gato cerban (Honduras)

•halari  (Belize)

Ask CleoKATra

Each issue ‘CleoKATra’  (one
of the Wild Felid Advocacy
Center’s servals) will answer
your questions!

• Mary Scott asks:
“Hi KAT... what does the word ‘crepus-
cular’ mean?”

Good question, Mary!  ‘Crepuscular’ refers to
one of my favorite times of the day - twilight .
Myself, and many of my wild cousins, like to
hunt for our meals at this time of the day.  De-
pending on where we live it is a time of the day
when many animals are beginning to be more
active.  If it has been a very hot day animals
have frequently been hiding out trying to keep
cool.  At twilight it has cooled down some and
they are coming out.  Also, at this time the ani-
mals that are nocturnal (night active) are begin-
ning to stir as well.  Makes for lots of opportu-
nity to catch dinner!  Purrs to you Mary....

CleoKATra
Send your questions to “Ask CleoKATra” by visit-
ing our website at: www.wildfelids.org.  Go to the
‘Contact Us’ page and submit your questions!

What is an Endangered Species?

According to the f ederal Endangered
Species Act, an endangered species is “any
species which is in danger of extinction
throughout all or a significant portion of i ts
range.”  There are nearly 700 native plants
and animals currently designated as endan-
gered on the l ist of Endangered and Threat-
ened Wildlife and Plants.  There are about
500 foreign species listed as endangered.

What is a Threatened Species?

A threatened species is defined as “any
species which is likely to become endangered
within the f oreseeable future throughout all
or a significant portion of i ts range.”  There
are about 200 native plants and animals cur-
rently listed as threatened, as well as about
40 foreign species.
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The Jaguarundi’s diet consists mainly of rats, mice,
birds, and rabbits.  An analysis of stomach contents
from 13 Venezuelan jaguarundis revealed the remains
of lizards, rodents, small birds, cottontail rabbits, and
grass.  Additionally, the jaguarundi is often found close
to running water and is an expert catcher of fish.

Volunteer Training

Upcoming VOLUNTEER TRAINING schedule:
• April 12 (Saturday)
•  May 3 (Saturday)
• June 1 (Sunday)

Our volunteers are as good as gold to the Wild Felid
Advocacy Center!!  So many areas of interest they are
involved in.  Volunteer Orientation and Training begins at
10 a.m. and runs until approximately 3 p.m.  For more
information contact our Director of Volunteer Develop-
ment, Rebekah Littleton: (360) 495-4440 (leave mes-
sage) or email:  itsmccleary@yahoo.com

Open House

Rebekah Littleton - WFAC Director of Volunteer
Development - at Evergreen State College’s Com-
munity Volunteer Opportunities and Internship
Fair held Jan. 23, 2008.

April 18 & 19
2008

This event will be ‘invitation only’ for com-
munity service (fire, police, etc.), veterinary
medical personnel and community/state lead-
ers.  WFAC Board and volunteers will be on
hand to give tours and introduce attendees to
our mission and programs.

Evergreen College
Super Saturday

June 14
2008

Super Saturday
Celebrates
30 Years

The largest one-day festival in Washington State brings
more than 15,000 people to The Evergreen State
College’s beautiful Olympia campus.
Super Saturday attracts a wide variety of people from
all walks of life.  Folks from far and wide come as a ‘start
of summer’ tradition - and WFAC will be there shar-
ing our programs and greeting the public!

Coming Events



Shelleen Mathews, WFAC Director, with the Cabela’s lion
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The Wild Felid Advocacy Center was invited to
attend the Grand Opening of Cabela’s newest facility
in Lacey, WA.  We spent three days there (Jan. 25-27,
2008) greeting the public and talking to them about
WFAC and conservation of wild cats in the world.
The staff at Cabela’s opened their arms to us and
invited us to participate frequently in their various pro-
grams.

WFAC T-Shirts
Are Here!

Friends of the Wild Felid
Advocacy Center of
Washington can now or-
der their official T-Shirt!
They can be purchasecd at
WFAC, at any event or
online!

Adult M-XL $20.00
Adult XXL $23.00

For CUBS
(and Adults!)

Color the Cheetah Above
Hint:  He should be tawny to sandy yellow
with a white chest.  But... get ‘wild’ and you
can make him a ‘fantasy’ cheetah!

Did You Know... the Cheetah is a
different kind of cat??

Unlike true ‘big’ cats, cheetahs can purr as they
inhale but cannot roar?  Lions, tigers, leopards
and jaguars can roar but can not purr!

Cheetahs have developed severl character-
istics which increase their speed.  Which
answer below is NOT one of these traits?

A.  Flexible spine
B.  Narrow nostrils
C.  Retractable claws
D.  Large heart

Answer:  B Narrow nostrils have nothing
to do with the speed of a Cheetah!
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Sprint For  The Cheetah

By Shannon Clark
  The cheetah - the world’s fastest land animal - is
unique and can reach speeds of 70 mph.  It is different
from the other cats, it has longer legs, a leaner body
and has been referred to as the ‘greyhound of the cats’.
Unlike the other cats, the cheetah uses flight rather
than fight.  It is not an aggressive animal.  Its weak jaws
and small teeth mean that it struggles to protect its
cubs from larger predators.  Despite this (and being
simply stunning), the cheetah is dying out fast.  It is
losing the race for survival.  Without our help it may
not be here for much longer.  This cat needs large ar-
eas of land to survive, but humans are taking over.  The
cheetah’s home is becoming smaller and smaller.  An-
other cause for their declining numbers is that farm-
ers have no tolerance for them.  If a cheetah is caught
on a farmer’s land it will be shot.  Many years ago this
big cat nearly died out completely due to many rea-
sons (including climate change).  They have managed
to get their numbers back up, but now there is no tell-
ing if they will manage this time - which is why they
need our help.

Continued next column

  As humans we have the ability to help if we work hard enough
to save the cheetah.  There are many ways that everyone can
help.  There are online petitions you can sign to have hunting
(which is currently allowed) in Africa banned.  You can spon-
sor a cheetah from organizations such as the Cheetah Conser-
vation Fund.  You can also sponsor a livestock guarding dog
(from CCF) to protect farmer’s animals from cheetahs.  Doing
this prevents the numbers of cheetah being killed.  Although
this helps, the ban on hunting would make a big difference.  At
this time you can go on holiday to actually hunt for cheetah.
Raising funds for cheetah conservation is a wonderful idea and
can be really fun.  Get your friends and family involved and
really start to make a difference!
  The cheetah can’t run forever without our help, so let’s act
quickly.  Remember, extinction isn’t for one day but forever!

From the Editor:  Shannon Clark is a 13 year old whose
passion for cheetahs serves as an inspiration to us all!  She,
and those like her, are the future for these animals.  Following
is what she says about herself.

  Ever since I was little I have loved the cheetah.  They look
so different from every other cat, they were interesting and
their speed fascinated me!  While all my friends at school
dreamt of being policewomen or a princess I was dreaming
of getting to stroke and be near the cheetahs.  It wasn’t
until I was around eight years old when I first started to
understand fully that the dreams I had when I was younger
really could be true if I tried.  Since then I have known
exactly what I am going to do when I am older - and that is
to do at least something with cheetahs.  I first adopted/
sponsored a cheetah on my first trip to South Africa at the
Cheetah Conservation Foundation (www.cheetahs.org).
Her name was Cayla.  I loved her and looked forward to
receiving the updates and photos every few months.  Al-
though I have always wanted to help the cheetah it wasn’t
until about a year ago that I really started to work towards
it - from doing small fundraisers to putting some of my
pocket money aside each month.  Then just at the start of
February this year I stared my petition.  I never really ex-
pected to get many signatures - though I had always hoped
it would.  I ended up spending about four hours on the
computer each night after school  just emailing my petition
to people and getting it out there.  I am trying to set up a
small fundraiser now.

Sign Shannon’s petition at:

http://www.petitiononline.com/cheetahs/
petition.html


